Social scientists have long relied on a wide range of tools to collect information about the social world; but as individual fields have become more specialized, researchers are trained to use a narrow range of the possible data collection methods. This book draws on a broad range of available social data collection methods to formulate a new set of data collection approaches that combines elements of those existing methods. The new approaches described here are ideal for social science researchers who plan to collect new data about people, organizations, or social processes. The methods the authors present are designed to create a comprehensive empirical description of the subject being studied, with an emphasis on accumulating the information needed to understand causes and consequences with a minimum of error. In addition to providing methodological motivation and underlying principles, the book is filled with detailed instructions and concrete examples for those who wish to apply the methods to their own research. 
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Census and Identity
The We feel an immense intellectual debt to these people, having benefited greatly from the stimulation their conversations and ideas provided for this book. Here we take a few lines to thank them by name, hoping that the reflection of their contributions in this manuscript is a high compliment and that all who benefit from these ideas will honor their contributions as well. Of course, any errors, omissions, or indications of poor judgment are solely our responsibility.
William Axinn was initially put on the path toward mixed method strategies by his undergraduate mentors at Cornell University, Professors J. Mayone Stycos and Charles Hirschman. Their pioneering work in these areas and unfailing encouragement of young, impressionable minds were cornerstones of the methods described here. The other essential cornerstones were a pair of research projects at the University of Michigan: the Intergenerational Panel Study designed and conducted by Arland Thornton and his colleagues and the Tamang Family Research Project designed and conducted by Tom Fricke and his colleagues. Thornton and Fricke have been invaluable mentors and colleagues of ours. This book would not be possible without their many, many contributions. In fact, Chapter 3 is based on a journal article published jointly by Axinn, Fricke, and Thornton.
1 Many of the best ideas we have provided here developed directly from the advice and guidance of these two colleagues and friends.
Likewise, we owe much gratitude to our close, long-time collaborator Jennifer Barber. She has co-taught the University of Michigan's Summer Institute course on mixed method data collection with one or the other of us for the last four years. We are grateful for the ideas that have come out of this course. Both Barber and our many students have offered valuable advice and helped us refine our manuscript. Moreover, Barber collaborated in the design of many of the methods we describe here. In fact she is co-author, with Axinn and Dirgha Ghimire, of a paper that serves as the basis for our Chapter 5.
2 She deserves a ix great deal of credit for many of the ideas and methods in this book -thank you Jennifer! Next, we owe Dirgha Ghimire great appreciation and thanks. Ghimire collaborated closely with us on every aspect of the Chitwan Valley Family Study, which is referenced heavily in this book. For more than a decade he has managed every aspect of our fieldwork operations in Nepal, and for an equally long period he has been designing, revising, and refining the methods we use. In addition to his work on the paper that forms the basis of Chapter 5, Ghimire is a co-author with us on the paper that forms the basis of Chapter 6.
3 He deserves a good deal of the credit for the ideas and approaches reported on throughout this book.
Many other colleagues have graciously assisted us in the development of this book. First and foremost are David Kertzer and Dennis Hogan, editors of the Anthropological Demography series for Cambridge University Press and themselves pioneers and advocates of mixed method strategies. Literally years of their mentoring, encouragement, and patience went into the production of this book. Their dual convictions that such a book could be done, and that we could produce it, never wavered. Next, several colleagues and friends provided careful reading and exceptionally helpful commentary on early versions of the manuscript. We would like to extend thanks for this to David Card, Robert Moffit, Susan Murphy, and Ronald Rindfuss. Their reactions and insights proved essential to the final form of the book. Finally, two anonymous reviewers for Cambridge University Press deserve significant credit for their careful reading and clear and useful suggestions for revision. Altogether, the feedback from these many sources proved essential to the refinement and completion of this book.
We have also benefited greatly from the intellectual environments in which we have been fortunate enough to work, and this book would not be the same without input from the many faculty, staff, and students of these organizations. These environments include the Population Research Institute and Department of Sociology at the Pennsylvania State University, where we first began to work together and where Pearce's dissertation and the paper that forms the basis of Chapter 4 evolved. 4 There are also the Population Studies Center, Survey Research Center, and Sociology Department at the University of Michigan, where Pearce was a postdoc and Axinn continues to be appointed. Thank you to everyone in those organizations for their many contributions to our work. Thank you also to the Carolina Population Center and Department of Sociology at the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill where Pearce is appointed now and Axinn has been a visitor as we worked to complete this book. Pearce is especially grateful to her colleagues Christian Smith and Melinda Denton for involving her in the mixed method National Study of Youth and Religion. A Preface This is a book about data collection methods for the social sciences. Our focus is on mixed method data collection. Our purpose is to provide detailed documentation of many of the most useful mixed method data collection approaches in the social sciences. We provide concrete operational examples so that those interested in using these methods have a clear starting point. We also identify several of the principles at the foundation of these methods. We hope this will stimulate the continued creation of new mixed method data collection approaches.
We do this within the context of research aimed at advancing the understanding of cause and consequence in the social world. Although data collection cannot itself resolve the questions of cause and consequence, we argue that the data collection methods described here are particularly powerful tools for advancing our understanding of cause and consequence. The methods we describe are also useful for social research that is not focused on causal questions. In fact, the mixed method approaches we describe are extremely useful for reducing measurement errors in social research no matter what the topic. We present them in the context of research on causal processes because we argue that they are particularly useful for that purpose. This is not a book about survey methods, ethnographic methods, focus group methods, archival methods, quantitative methods, or qualitative methods. It is a book about data collection methods that combine elements of survey methods, unstructured interview methods, observational methods, focus group methods, and archival methods. We assume that readers already have familiarity with these methods. They form the building blocks of the mixed method approaches we describe, so readers may want to review descriptions of those methods before using this book. We provide a number of helpful references to resource materials covering those methods in Chapter 1.
Empirical social research includes research design, data collection, data coding, and data analysis. Although this book touches on each of these dimensions of the research process, our primary focus is on data collection. We also explore issues of the intersection between research design and data collection methods. The book does not provide a review of data coding or data analysis issues. 
